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About OneShared.World 

 

OneShared.World is a broad and inclusive movement of people in nearly 100 countries on five continents 
working collaboratively across diverse cultures, communities, ethnicities, generations, and nations to ensure 
a better future for humankind and the sustainability of our common home. We are building a third pillar of 
the global power structure beyond sovereign states and the essential international institutions created by our 
governments: a global social movement and political force that represents the democratic expression of our 
common humanity.   

Hundreds of people have donated over 7,000 volunteer hours to launch OneShared.World over the past 
few months. Our members include global citizens from all backgrounds, ages, and orientations, ranging from 
university presidents, former prime ministers and governors, to artists and students. We collectively drafted 
the Declaration of Interdependence, which we have translated into multiple languages. 

Our strategy balances short-term efforts to alleviate stress on vulnerable populations during crises with 
establishing long-term global recognition of mutual responsibilities comprising interdependence. It is 
comprised of four core pillars:   

1.      Public engagement and education to help build a common vocabulary and community 
around the theme of interdependence; 
2.      Broad partnerships with aligned organizations to help galvanize a far-reaching and 
inclusive global interdependence movement; 
3.      Focused issue campaigns to translate lofty principles into action; and 
4.      Integration “Integration of an appreciation for the mutual responsibilities of interdependence 
into the missions, platforms, and agendas of organizations, political parties, governments, and 
international bodies around the world. 

 

Learn more and sign the Pledge of Interdependence at OneShared.World. 
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The Interdependent Moment 

 
The COVID-19 pandemic has plunged our world into a state of deep emergency and the world’s most 
vulnerable populations are now increasingly bearing the brunt of the crisis.   
 
Developing countries account for three quarters of new coronavirus cases. Nearly half of working people 
worldwide are on the verge of losing their livelihoods. Acute hunger could double by the end of 2020. 
Growing hostility and discrimination threaten migrants and ethnic minorities. Women and children face 
increased rates of domestic violence. Limited access to key medical services obstructs individuals with 
disabilities. The global death toll from COVID-19 has now surpassed half a million victims. These trends are 
expected to worsen.   
 
This pandemic and its economic impact not only puts the world’s most vulnerable populations at risk, it 
threatens all of us. If the virus grows and mutates anywhere, it poses an increased threat to people 
everywhere.   
 
Calling for a massive and concerted global effort to address the emergency needs of the world’s most 
vulnerable population is therefore not an act of charity but a pragmatic imperative. In our interconnected 
world, we are only as safe as the most vulnerable among us.   
 
This effort cannot be carried out piecemeal. Because this challenge is global and systemic, it can only be 
addressed systemically and through concerted global action for the common good.   
 
This framework document is designed as a call to action to all people, civil society groups, countries, 
corporations, international organizations and others to come together in this time of global emergency. 
While the ideas contained in the report result from consultations with top experts around the world and are 
based on the important work of many other organizations, our recommendations are not designed to be 
comprehensive. Rather, they seek to help catalyze efforts to provide emergency support in this time of 
extreme crisis.   
   
We acknowledge and celebrate the work of other organizations in these areas as well as the principles of the 
UN Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and the Sustainable Development Goals. The 
essential principles outlined in these documents will only be realized if each of us makes upholding them our 
responsibility.   
 
We look forward to a meaningful stakeholder dialogue at the OneShared.World Global Interdependence 
Summit, a virtual mid-September event, prior to the UN General Assembly.  The ideas that follow will  also 
underpin a global WASHPAP (water, sanitation, hygiene, pandemic preparedness) campaign 
OneShared.World will soon launch in conjunction with many other organizations. 
 
With our world in disarray and so many lives at risk, it is now up to each and all of us to be audacious. We 
must imagine systemic change, share information, empower the vulnerable, and embrace collective action to 
address our greatest shared challenges. 
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PRINCIPLE ONE -  Act quickly to safeguard vulnerable populations in the midst of the COVID-19 

crisis. 

  

COVID-19 presents us with a daunting and urgent challenge: without swift international action, we face a 

growing global crisis that puts the world’s most vulnerable at risk of poverty and illness. To avoid disaster, we 

propose the following emergency steps: 

  

I.  Provide immediate relief to the most vulnerable individuals and governments .  

Prevent chaotic defaults and create a more sustainable global debt system for low income and developing 

countries in exchange for local public health investments and the open flow of information.  Multilateral 
institutions, national governments, and private creditors should work together to prevent disorderly 
defaults and ensure that the most vulnerable nations have the funds to invest in public health 
infrastructure and revive their economies. The United Nations Secretary General has outlined a set 
of principles to provide debt relief to the countries hardest hit by the pandemic and maintain market 
access for other affected countries- these include debt moratoriums, waivers, and forgiveness. 
Near-zero interest rates provide an opportunity to restructure and reduce sovereign debt for 
struggling low-and middle-income countries through buybacks, debt-for-development swaps 
involving social bonds and green bonds, and forgiveness for countries with the most severe liquidity 
and solvency challenges. Countries ranked as “low income” and “lower-middle income” by the World 
Bank owe approximately $2.1 trillion to investors, governments and others outside their borders.  1

New lending programs could link interest rates to GDP growth, in which interest rates rise when 
economies grow faster and can afford higher debt costs; and to progress in meeting Sustainable 
Development Goals, which would trigger lower rates or forgiveness. To qualify, governments 
should be encouraged to allocate appropriate resources for public health infrastructure and to 
support citizen and journalist reporting that can help ensure these funds are used effectively. 

Provide close to $400 billion of direct cash support to people living in extreme poverty with a matching amount 

to their immediate communities and neighborhoods.  Target 820 million people who are  living in 
extreme poverty or in danger of falling into it due to COVID-19 . Provide at least a dollar per day in 2

direct cash support  to this population over a six month period, which would require us to raise $150 3

billion. In addition, provide their neighborhoods with $240 billion of direct assistance for 
community infrastructure projects such as schools, low cost internet and clean water. Use IMF 
reserves and other development banks to issue new international money (known as special drawing 
rights). Direct cash transfers to those in need will be the most effective and efficient way to 
distribute humanitarian assistance, while also supporting local economies.  A fast and massive 4

transfer will only happen with new partnerships of cell phone and internet companies, international 

1 Mary Williams Walsh and Matt Phillips. “Poor Countries Face a Debt Crisis ‘Unlike Anything We Have Seen.” June 2020. 
2 World Bank 
3 The strategy of providing direct cash support to civilians has been successfully employed by a number of governments 
throughout the pandemic. See this article about 14 countries who adopted this approach.   
4 See experience after Pakistan earthquake in 2005. 
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and local financial institutions and the new breed of  fintech lenders.  Blockchain technology and 5

other new means of direct, secure, and fast transactions with low fees, greater security and privacy 
and rapid verification will be required.   
 
Ease remittance services and pool funds at the community level for quick impact projects. The World Bank 
projects that remittances will fall by about 20 per cent, or $110 billion, causing hunger, lost 
schooling, and deteriorating health for tens of millions of families, with an especially heavy impact 
on women and girls. KnowYourClient (KYC) requirements could help address “de-risking” practices 
by correspondent banks that continue to affect access to bank accounts for money transfer businesses 
operating in smaller and poorer remittance corridors.  Pilot high profile initiatives in vulnerable 
areas for schools, clinics and even rapid testing. 
 

II.  Work collectively to meet the immediate sanitation, access and ongoing disease treatment 

needs  of the most vulnerable. 

 

Ensure access to safe drinking water, basic sanitation and hygiene, and essential pandemic protection to all 

people. In their upcoming summit, G20 leaders should commit to a specific, adequately funded plan to 
ensure safe drinking water, basic sanitation, and essential protection from deadly pandemics to every 
person on earth by 2030. These aspirations are already included in the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals, but there is not yet a robust strategy for achieving them. The pandemic creates a unique 
opportunity for fixing that. 
 
Ensure that humanitarian assistance reaches those caught in war zones.  Empower the UN Peacebuilding 
Support Office to report to the Security Council when international humanitarian assistance is being 
diverted from vulnerable populations in conflict places. Call upon the Security Council to mandate 
alternative means of assistance and prepare to name and shame obstructionist parties. Back the 
Secretary General’s calls for conflict ceasefires during this virus crisis and through Disarmament, 
Demobilization and Reintegration (DDR) initiatives.   
 
Continue pre-existing health and development interventions, such as malaria, TB, HIV-AIDS and others that 

have the potential to be set back due to COVID-19. Recent history has shown that when outbreaks occur, 
resources are diverted, resulting in excess morbidity and mortality from diseases that are preventable 
and treatable. COVID-19 has also resulted in falling vaccination rates, with national immunization 
programs suspended in many countries. We must adapt our healthcare systems to make them more 
resilient in times of crisis. Facility-based services should be delivered remotely through expanded 
telehealth services where appropriate and feasible, and primary care services that would routinely be 
delivered across multiple visits should be integrated when possible.   
   
 
 

5 See Jonathan Hakim letter to Wall Street Journal, April 13, 2020 “whose business is built around rapid, low-cost digital processing 
of loans to small - and medium- size businesses.  Their scalable underwriting platforms and agile business culture are ideal for this 
effort….and support badly needed competition in our banking system.” 
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PRINCIPLE TWO - Launch critical long-term global initiatives  to mitigate the political, 

economic, and social challenges that COVID-19 and future pandemics pose to vulnerable 

populations. 

  

We must meet the challenge of growing political, economic, and social instability by building an engaged 

global citizenry of local leaders, safeguarding human rights and democracy, and expanding our scientific 

capabilities.  We propose the following steps: 
 

I. Protect, preserve, renew and expand individual human rights, democracy  and public 

capacity through communications, justice and  education initiatives designed to empower 

vulnerable populations as key drivers of our collective global response to the crisis. 

 

Focus on youth through national human rights training, service initiatives and community infrastructure 

projects.  Build a concerned and committed citizenry through educational initiatives and an 
international youth corps program through UNICEF. Emphasize broad-based curriculum expansion 
in elementary schools. Provide small grants to invest in local communities through an international 
youth corps program, and create virtual portals to match youth with a global network of volunteer 
mentors. Hold virtual international youth corps gatherings promoting the principles of good 
governance, universal human rights, and international collaboration. In the short term, have 
UNICEF call a summit of countries with existing youth corps models to explore how the most 
effective of these models can be replicated elsewhere.   
 
Expand the protection of grassroots justice defenders.  Legal empowerment efforts -- which support 
people affected by injustice to understand, use, and shape the law -- reduce conflict, increase 
economic opportunity, and improve environmental stewardship. Yet the work of legal 
empowerment groups is under-financed and often under threat. Few donor governments emphasize 
this sector in their development assistance, and business, which depends on a rules based system, 
must partner to finance this work. They should. 

 

Establish a fund to improve information and expand global independent media.  Coordinate efforts by news 
organizations, private foundations, training groups and the general public through crowdsourcing to 
fund the survival of quality, independent global media to promote transparency, trust, 
accountability, and accuracy of information among the global citizenry and its leaders.  A healthy, 
independent media is a cornerstone of good governance and positive social change.  There are now 
more media consumers than at any time in history.  At the same time, journalists and media 
organizations are experiencing unprecedented levels of social and economic pressure, and the 
creation and spread of misinformation is endemic.  Close to 500 journalists were killed, held hostage 
or detained in 2019 and about 1,000 killed in the past 10 years.    6

 

6 Reporters Without Borders https://rsf.org/sites/default/files/rsf_2019_en.pdf 
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Restore the integrity of electoral systems.   Pandemics are just one excuse to subvert open and honest 
elections. Have the World Leadership Alliance Club de Madrid convene a partnership of democracy 
building non-profits  to improve the security of  voting systems. Promote reforms including online, 7

mail and ranked choice voting.  While the pandemic has led to crises of democracy in many 
countries, democratic processes have the potential to make effective pandemic response more 
possible. 

 
Promote state accountability.  Many governments, including many democracies, have been accused of 
underreporting COVID-19 cases.  Establish and strengthen open communication channels between 
citizenry and states, through citizen review boards, online suggestion boxes and surveys, or online 
surveys conducted in partnership with cell phone companies, local governments, and 
non-government organizations. Embrace aspects of the Estonian e-government model to encourage 
public engagement. One of the major aims of the Estonian government is to establish a 
“citizen-inclusive and open law-making process [...] by adopting measures to avoid the risks of 
concealed lobbying and to reinforce the transparency of the [government] and its public 
responsibility.”  The Estonian E-State has developed a system to facilitate e-participation including 8

several portals where the drafts of laws, amendments and development plans are published at the 
early stage of their development. The portals allow users to express their opinion and make 
suggestions on a published draft act.6   
 
Encourage the expansion of internet and cellphone access.  Through an annual UN Internet Governance 
Forum, identify key areas that do not receive service. Build upon low cost, high speed, universal 
access models that are unfolding,  and call on both the private and public sector to fulfill those needs.   9

 
II. Develop systems to monitor pandemics and expedite vaccine development.  

 

Build a global Virome Project tol provide the scientific world with detailed knowledge of the viruses 
that could cause tomorrow’s pandemics. Armed with genetic data, the Coalition for Epidemic 
Preparedness Innovations (CEPI) would be able to establish viral libraries before novel epidemics 
emerge—dramatically decreasing the time to develop a new vaccine. [Note: OneShared.World will 
soon be releasing a new report on global pandemic response.] 
 

 

PRINCIPLE THREE -  Increase investments in disaster prevention;  including tracking progress. 

 

Systems to prepare for and prevent global disasters can save money, suffering, and lost lives and property. To 

that end, we propose the following:   

 

 

 

7 See IFES, NDI, IRI, Carter Center, Democracy International and many more.  
8 Council of Europe. “Civil participation in the decision-making process: Fact finding visit to Estonia.” September 2017. 
9 See Medellin, Colombia for $2 per month urban initiative. 
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I.   Develop a Global Disaster Preparedness and Response Excellence Center. 

 
Create a leadership group with a secretariat composed of experts from the multilateral, bilateral, and private 

sector as well as civil society and citizen representatives. Have the UN’s Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs convene a special meeting to establish and select the secretariat members, with 
two year terms. Follow a similar model to the Indian Ocean Tsunami Warning and Mitigation 
System, which comprises various working groups and task forces that address particular dimensions 
of tsunami prevention in the Indian Ocean. The Center would rely upon independent philanthropic 
funding and donor government start-up money.   

 

Collect and analyze independent data through the GDPREC and issue annual grades and policy 

recommendations.  Develop vulnerability and crisis preparedness benchmarks that outline necessary 
measures to protect vulnerable populations from future catastrophes. To ensure the voices of the 
vulnerable populations themselves are heard, the data would include surveys and semi-structured 
interviews with members of various vulnerable populations, quick cell phone questionnaires, and 
other localized collection models to evaluate whether or not adequate protections are in place. These 
benchmarks would be categorized in accordance with the population affected, and would be 
developed by a diverse global team of experts who belong to specific vulnerable populations and can 
advocate for the needs of their communities.   
   
Organize an annual Global Disaster Preparedness and Response Conference  that convenes experts across 
various sectors and citizen representatives of affected populations to evaluate crisis preparedness in 
diverse regions.   
 
Address the ability of the UN to access all countries and collect timely independent data.  The World Health 
Organization must have the resources and access  to deploy emergency response teams and reliably 
report on outbreaks. Citizens must press our national governments to ramp up the funding, staffing, 
authority, and global coordinating role of the WHO and transform it from its current state to the 
organization we need. At a time when walls are going up around the world, we desperately need an 
empowered global health organization to operate above them.   10

 
II.  Invest in global sustainability. 

 

Push for 80% of any future economic stimulus to go towards sustainable investments.  After decades of 
conflict and finance based emergencies, we face a future of natural and climate driven disasters. The 
vulnerable will suffer the most. This is our opportunity to shape climate-friendly recovery packages 
that boost incomes for vulnerable populations via inclusive and equitable job creation, local 
investment and infrastructure and generate long-term sustainability benefits, while helping to 
prevent a climate crisis in the future. When done well, green investments can be more effective and 

10 The real and metaphorical walls our countries are building to keep the virus out will almost certainly come to mimic the walls 
around medieval cities that proved effective at keeping invaders out unless the invaders were fleas carrying the bubonic plague, in 
which case being behind those walls was a death sentence.  
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long lasting. Yet in the 2007-2009 Great Financial Crisis, environmental investments received less 
than 10% of stimulus funds.  Governments should not miss that opportunity again. 
 
Launch a Global Conservation Corps with national chapters.  Pursue country initiatives that provide 
populations at high risk of unemployment with entrepreneurial skills in the sustainability sector. 
The Corps could be funded by corporations seeking to offset their carbon emissions or by the 
implementation of a global carbon tax. The revenue raised from the tax can be partially used to fund 
conservation efforts, including a Global Conservation Corps, and returned to consumers through 
rebates and dividends. 
 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

People of all backgrounds are suffering from the COVID-19 pandemic and the cascading crises it has 

unleashed. The world’s most vulnerable populations, however, are at greatest risk. 

 

If this virus has taught us anything, it is that our fates are connected and that a threat to one is a threat to all 

in our interconnected and interdependent world.   

 

This framework document is a call to action to everyone and every organization, institution, corporation , 

government, and other entity  to take personal responsibility for ensuring that the most vulnerable among us 

are as safe as possible.   

 

As should be clear to all, this is not an act of charity but instead an investment in our communal 

self-preservation. 
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